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STANDARDS 
 

 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
 
College-Ready Writing Essentials is aligned with the Common Core State Standards for 
Writing in Grades 11 and 12.  
 
College-Ready Writing Essentials addresses CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1: Write arguments 
to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 
relevant and sufficient evidence.  
 
This standard describes the essence of the project College-Ready Writing Essentials guides 
students to complete: a research-supported persuasive academic essay.  
 
The image below shows the table of contents for College-Ready Writing Essentials’s 25 
lessons. As the lesson titles indicate, students select a topic of their choice; research their 
topic using credible sources; identify a debatable issue within the topic, suitable for the task; 
map a range of perspectives on that debatable issue; define their own position on the issue, 
based on their analysis; construct an argument in support of their position; and draft, revise, 
and finalize a polished essay that conforms to the conventions of academic writing.  
 
“Lesson 10: Outlining Your Essay” prompts students to outline a logical sequence of 
evidence-based claims in support of their position (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1.A).  
 
Lessons 12-18 guide students through the process of drafting their argument, constructing 
and presenting a series of evidence-supported claims in a way that anticipates their readers’ 
knowledge level, concerns, values, and potential biases (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1.B). 
“Lesson 17: The Body - Addressing Counterarguments” is specifically devoted to 
counterclaims.
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 “Lesson 22: Self Review - Language” guides students in the use of language that creates 
fluency, cohesion, and clarity (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1.C). It also addresses questions of 
tone and style. The need to produce writing that conforms to academic conventions is 
emphasized throughout College-Ready Writing Essentials (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1.D). 
College-Ready Writing Essentials asks students to format their essay in MLA style but can 
readily be adapted to other styles as well.  
 
“Lesson 19: The Conclusion” prompts students to compose a conclusion that follows from 
and extends their argument (CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.1.E). 
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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) 
 
College-Ready Writing Essentials was adopted by the Texas State Board of Education in 
2020 for SY 2020-28. As part of the adoption process, the Texas Education Agency verified 
the alignment of College-Ready Writing Essentials with more than 50% of the English 
Language Arts TEKS for Grades 11 and 12. In addition, TEA verified College-Ready Writing 
Essentials’s alignment with 100% of the Texas English Learner Proficiency Standards.  
 
BetterRhetor will be pleased to provide any interested party with a list of the aligned TEKS.  
 
As an example of College-Ready Writing Essentials’s TEKS alignment, consider English IV 
TEKS for English Language Arts and Reading (9)(B)(vi): The student is expected to develop 
drafts into a coherent piece of writing in open-ended situations by using strategic 
organizational structures appropriate to purpose.  
 
College-Ready Writing Essentials aligns with this TEKS standard in “Lesson 13: The Intro-
duction” (and elsewhere, as well). The image below, taken from the College-Ready Writing 
Essentials lesson, demonstrates how College-Ready Writing Essentials prompts students to 
use a strategic organizational structure to compose an introduction to their essay. Their 
introduction 1) introduces their topic; 2) conveys the significance of their topic; 3) defines 
the debatable issue that serves as the focus of their essay; and 4) signals to the reader the 
writer’s own position on the issue, that is, the thesis they will explain and render persuasive.  
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Other States 
 
In addition to Texas, College-Ready Writing Essentials is also on the list of instructional 
resources approved statewide  by the Departments of Education in Utah and New Mexico.  
                                
 

Read our White Paper: 
College-Ready Writing Essentials Whitepaper 

 
Questions/Contact: 

collegereadywriting@better-rhetor.com 
 

Schedule a quick meeting to learn more: 
https://meetings.hubspot.com/rebecca-bryant 

 

 
ABOUT BETTER RHETOR 

 
BetterRhetor is dedicated to closing the college-readiness gap by providing more students 
with effective instruction and authentic assessment. We place special emphasis on college-
ready writing, since writing is a foundational skill essential for success across disciplines.  
 
To help bridge the gap between pre-college and college-level writing, we have 
created College-Ready Writing Essentials, a teacher-facilitated, five-week instructional 
resource for use in high school and early college classrooms and programs.  
 
College-Ready Writing Essentials was developed by BetterRhetor Co-Founder and President, 
William Bryant, PhD.  Dr. Bryant has more than thirty years of experience as a writer, editor, 
and educator. Before launching BetterRhetor, he spent ten years in test development at ACT, 
Inc., lastly as Director of Writing Assessments. He has worked extensively with student 
writing, gaining a deep understanding of the college-ready writing gap and its causes. 
 
College-Ready Writing Essentials reflects BetterRhetor’s commitment to helping all students 
who want a college education succeed in their efforts, regardless of income or background. 
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