
Level Skill ACTFL Descriptor Meg 
Language Goals M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 M6 M7 M8 M9 M10 M11 M12 M13 M14

P
R

O
FI

C
IE

N
C

Y
 -

 N
ov

ic
e

Lo
w

S
P

E
A

K
IN

G

They may be able to exchange greetings, 
give their identity, and name a number of 
familiar objects from their intermediate 
environment.

LS6. Students are able to exchange 
greetings.

LS1 Students are able to introduce them-
selves using formal and informal forms.

LS4. Students are able to present simple 
and basic information on Familiar topics.

LS8. Students are able to create texts 
(Oral) about their immediate environment.

LMS5. Students are able to exchange 
descriptions of tangible products (toys, 
clothes, food, animals)

M
id

When responding to direct questions, they 
may say only two or three words at a time 
or give an occasional stock answer. 

LS3. Students are able to ask and answer 
formulaic questions (by listing, naming, 
identifying)

H
ig

h

Conversation is restricted to a few of the 
predictable topics necessary for survival in 
the target language culture, such as basic 
personal information, basic objects, and a 
limited number of activities.

LS2. Students are able to talk about their 
personal information

MHS3 Students are able to make re-
quests.

LMS2 Students use polite commands.

LS5. Students are able to exchange 
descriptions of people.

H
ig

h

W
R

IT
IN

G

Students are able to express themselves 
within the context in which the language 
was learned, relying mainly on practiced 
material.  

HW2 Students are able to produce certain 
texts using a provided format. 

M
id

LI
S

TE
N

IN
G

Listeners can recognize and begin to 
understand a number of high-frequency, 
highly contextualized words and phrases 
including aural cognates and borrowed 
words.

LL2 Students are able to interpret mean-
ing of an audio-text using their known 
vocabulary

H
ig

h

They are able to understand speech deal-
ing with areas of practical need such as 
highly standardized messages, phrases, 
or instructions, if the vocabulary has been 
learned. 

LMHS2 Students are able to ask for and 
give simple directions to go somewhere 
or to complete a task. 

LMHL1 Students are able to identify 
key information from familiar words and 
phrases in listening.

Lo
w

R
E

A
D

IN
G Readers are able to recognize a limited 

number of letter, symbols and characters 
[…] Especially high frequency words and 
phrases supported by context.

LR3 Students are able to comprehend 
familiar messages with the assistance of 
visual aids when reading.

LR1 Students are able to comprehend 
texts related to personal information, prior 
knowledge and experiences.

P
R

O
FI

C
IE

N
C

Y
 -

 In
te

rm
ed

ia
te

Lo
w

S
P

E
A

K
IN

G

Students talk about personal information, 
personal preferences, self and family and 
immediate needs 

LS4. Students are able to present simple 
and basic information on Familiar topics.

LS17 Students are able to express own-
ership and relation.

M
id Sudents ask a variety of questions and 

interact in order to satisfy basic needs.
LMS11Students are able to have conver-
sations to satisfy basic needs

Lo
w

W
R

IT
IN

G

Students write short simple sentenc-
es usually with the help of a format or 
pattern. 

HW2 Students are able to produce certain 
texts using a provided format. 

Lo
w

LI
S

TE
N

IN
G

Students understand common simple 
sentences with the help of visual aids.

LMHL1 Students are able to identify 
key information from familiar words and 
phrases in listening.

Mapping - ACTFL Pathway
Spanish: Elementary 3-4 (Proficiency)



Mapping - ACTFL Pathway
Spanish: Elementary 3-4 (Performance)

Level ACTFL 
Descriptor

Meg 
Language Goals

M1 M2 M3 M4 M5 M6 M7 M8 M9 M10 M11 M12 M13 M14

P
E

R
FO

R
M

A
N

C
E

 -
 N

ov
ic

e

In
tr

p
er

so
na

l 
(L

is
te

ni
ng

. S
p

ea
ki

ng
)

Fu
nc

tio
n Can ask highly predictable and formulaic 

questions and respond to such ques-
tions by listing, naming, and identifying.

LS3. Students are able to ask and answer for-
mulaic questions (by listing, naming, identifying)

C
on

te
xt

Able to function in some personally 
relevant contexts on topics that relate to 
basic biographical information.

LS1 Students are able to introduce themselves 
using formal and informal forms.

LS2. Students are able to talk about their per-
sonal information

May show emerging evidence of the abil-
ity to communicate in highly practiced 
contexts related to onself and immediate 
environment.

LS4. Students are able to present simple and 
basic information on Familiar topics.

LS8. Students are able to create texts (Oral) 
about their immediate environment.

La
ng

ua
ge

C
on

tr
ol

Can usually comprehend highly prac-
ticed and basic messages when sup-
ported by visual or contextual clues, 
redundancy or restatement, and when 
the message contains familiar structures

LMHL1 Students are able to identify key in-
formation from familiar words and phrases in 
listening.

C
om

m
. 

S
tr

at
eg

ie
s

May use some or all of the following 
strategies to maintain communication, 
able to: 
• Imitate modeled words 
• Repeat words 
• Ask for repetition 
• Indicate lack of understanding

LMHS1. Students indicate lack of understand-
ing to maintain communication (and asks for 
repetition)

C
ul

.
A

w
ar

e-

May show awareness of the most 
obvious cultural differences or prohibi-
tions, but may often miss cues indicating  
miscommunication.

CH2. Students are able to draw comparisons 
between societies.

In
te

rp
re

ta
tiv

e 
(R

ea
d

in
g-

Li
st

en
in

g) Fu
nc

tio
n May show emerging evidence of the 

ability to make inferences based on 
background and prior knowledge.

LR1 Students are able to comprehend texts 
related to personal information, prior knowledge 
and experiences.

C
on

te
xt Comprehends texts with highly predict-

able, familiar contexts (those related to 
personal background, prior knowledge, 
or experiences).

LL2 Students are able to interpret meaning of an 
audio-text using their known vocabulary

C
om

m
.

S
tr

at
eg

ie
s Can usually comprehend highly prac-

ticed and basic messages when sup-
ported by visual or contextual clues, 
redundancy or restatement, and when 
the message contains familiar structures.

LR3 Students are able to comprehend familiar 
messages with the assistance of visual aids 
when reading.

P
re

se
nt

at
io

na
l 

(S
p

ea
ki

ng
-W

rit
in

g)

C
om

m
. S

tr
at

eg
ie

s

May use some or all of the following 
strategies to communicate, able to: 
• Rely on a practiced format  
• Support presentational speaking with 
visuals and notes

HW2 Students are able to produce certain texts 
using a provided format. 

P
E

R
FO

R
M

A
N

C
E

 -
 In

te
rm

ed
ia

te

In
tr

p
er

so
na

l
 (L

is
te

ni
ng

. S
p

ea
ki

ng
)

Fu
nc

tio
n Consistently able to initiate, maintain 

and end a conversation to satisfy basic 
needs.

LS6. Students are able to exchange greetings.

LMS2 Students use polite commands.

MHS3 Students are able to make requests.

LMS11Students are able to have conversations 
to satisfy basic needs

LMHS2 Students are able to ask for and give 
simple directions to go somewhere or to com-
plete a task. 

C
on

te
xt Able to communicate in contexts rele-

vant to oneself and others, and one’s 
immediate environment. 

LS17 Students are able to express ownership 
and relation.

LMS5. Students are able to exchange descrip-
tions of tangible products (toys, clothes, food, 
animals)

LS5. Students are able to exchange descriptions 
of people.

P
re

se
nt

at
io

na
l 

(S
p

ea
ki

ng
-W

rit
in

g)

Te
xt

 t
yp

e

Produces sentences, series of sentences 
and some connected sentences. 

MS3 Students are able to produce short sen-
tences.

C
ul

.
A

w
ar

en
es

s Uses some culturally appropriate 
vocabulary, expressions, and gestures. 
Reflects some knowledge of cultural 
differences related to written and spoken 
communication.

CL3 Students are able to recognize cultural 
expressions. (Art, language, gestures)



Level ACTFL 
Descriptor

Meg 
Language Goals

M15 M16 M17 M18 M19 M20 M21 M22 M23 M24 M25 M26 M27 M28

P
R

O
FI

C
IE

N
C

Y
 -

 N
ov

ic
e

Lo
w

S
P

E
A

K
IN

G

They may be able to exchange greet-
ings, give their identity, and name a 
number of familiar objects from their 
intermediate environment.

LS4. Students are able to present simple and basic informa-
tion on Familiar topics.

LS8. Students are able to create texts (Oral) about their 
immediate environment.

M
id

When responding to direct questions, 
they may	say only two or three words 
at a time or give an occasional stock 
answer.

LS3. Students are able to ask and answer formulaic ques-
tions (by listing, naming, identifying)

H
ig

h

Conversation is restricted to a few of 
the predictable topics necessary for 
survival in the target language culture, 
such as basic personal information, 
basic objects, and a limited number of 
activities.

MHS4 Students are able to talk about daily routine (activi-
ties)

LS5. Students are able to exchange descriptions of people.

LMS4 Students are able to express their thoughts and pref-
erences on familiar topics.

Lo
w

W
R

IT
IN

G

Students are able to copy or tran-
scribe familiar words or phrases, form 
letters in an alphabetic system, and 
copy and produce isolated, basic 
strokes in languages that use sylla-
baries or characters.

LW2 Students produce short connected sentences 

M
id

They can supply limited information on 
simple forms and documents, and oth-
er basic biographical information, such 
as names, numbers, and nationality.

LMW1. Students are able to write about basic information 
and daily routine.

H
ig

h

Students are able to express them-
selves within the context in which the 
language was learned, relying mainly 
on practiced material.  

LMW2. Students are able to express their thoughts and 
preferences on familiar topics when writing.

Lo
w

LI
S

TE
N

IN
G

Listeners are able occasionally to 
recognize isolated words or very 
high-frequency phrases when those 
are strongly supported by context.

LL3. Students are able to comprehend familiar messages 
in listening with the assistance of visual aids. (Flashcards, 
pictures videos)

H
ig

h

They are able to understand speech 
dealing with areas of practical need 
such as highly standardized mes-
sages, phrases, or instructions, if the 
vocabulary has been learned. 

LMHS2 Students are able to ask for and give simple direc-
tions to go somewhere or to complete a task. 

LML2 Students are able to identify the main ideas, and sup-
porting details, from a (oral) text or a conversation.

Lo
w

R
E

A
D

IN
G

Readers are able to recognize a 
limited number of letter, symbols and 
characters […] Especially high fre-
quency words and phrases supported 
by context.

MR2 Students are able to predict meanings of new words 
using their prior knowledge, including word family roots.

M
id

Readers are able to recognize the 
letters or symbols of an alphabetic 
or syllabic writing system or a limited 
number of characters in a charac-
ter-based language […] Able to iden-
tify phrases, cognates and borrowed 
words.

MR2 Students are able to predict meanings of new words 
using their prior knowledge, including word family roots.

H
ig

h

Readers can understand, fully and 
with relative ease, key words and 
cognates, as well as formulaic phrases 
across a range of highly contextual-
ized texts

MHR1 Students are able to identify key information from 
texts using their prior knowledge of the words and the 
context.

P
R

O
FI

C
IE

N
C

Y
 -

 IN
TE

R
M

E
D

IA
TE

Lo
w

S
P

E
A

K
IN

G

Students talk about personal informa-
tion, personal preferences, self and 
family and immediate needs

LS4. Students are able to present simple and basic informa-
tion on Familiar topics.

M
id Students produce strings of sentences 

when communicating.
LS12 Students are able to ask and answer a variety of ques-
tions on familiar topics

H
ig

h Students exchange information about 
interests, work, school, recreationand 
school. 

LMS4 Students are able to express their thoughts and pref-
erences on familiar topics.

Lo
w

W
R

IT
IN

G

Students write short simple sentences 
usually with the help of a format or 
pattern. 

LW2 Students produce short connected sentences

M
id

Students write short and simple texts 
to make requests, talk about daily 
routine, common events, preferences 
and other personal topics.

MHW1 Write descriptions and short messages to request 
or provide information on familiar topics using phrases and 
simple sentences.

H
ig

h Students write about their daily life 
confidently, create summaries and 
write about experiences.

LMW1. Students are able to write about basic information 
and daily routine.

Lo
w

LI
S

TE
N

IN
G Students understand common simple 

sentences with the help of visual aids.

LL3. Students are able to comprehend familiar messages 
in listening with the assistance of visual aids. (Flashcards, 
pictures videos)

M
id

Students understands simple sentenc-
es highly contextualized and including 
familiar topics.

LMHL2 Students are able to listen and understand expres-
sions indicating emotions.

Lo
w

R
E

A
D

IN
G

Students are able to read and under-
stand highly contextualized and simple 
texts.

MHR2 Students are able to identify key information from au-
thentic texts (reading/viewing) with the assistance of visual 
aids and their prior knowledge.

Mapping - ACTFL Pathway
Spanish: Elementary 5-6 (Proficiency)



Level ACTFL 
Descriptor

Meg 
Language Goals

M15 M16 M17 M18 M19 M20 M21 M22 M23 M24 M25 M26 M27 M28

P
E

R
FO

R
M

A
N

C
E

 -
 N

O
V

IC
E In
te

rp
er

so
na

l (
Li

st
en

in
g,

 S
p

ea
ki

ng
)

Fu
nc

tio
n Can ask highly predictable and formulaic ques-

tions and respond to such questions by listing, 
naming, and identifying.

LS3. Students are able to ask and answer formulaic 
questions (by listing, naming, identifying)

C
on

te
xt May show emerging evidence of the ability to 

communicate in highly practiced contexts relat-
ed to onself and immediate environment.

LS4. Students are able to present simple and basic 
information on Familiar topics.

LS8. Students are able to create texts (Oral) about 
their immediate environment.

La
ng

ua
ge

 
C

on
tr

ol

Can usually comprehend highly practiced and 
basic messages when supported by visual or 
contextual clues, redundancy or restatement, 
and when the message contains familiar struc-
tures.

LL3. Students are able to comprehend familiar mes-
sages in listening with the assistance of visual aids. 
(Flashcards, pictures videos)

C
om

m
.

S
tr

at
e- May use some or all of the following strategies 

to maintain communication, able to: 
 • Use facial expressions and gestures

LMS1 Students are able to use appropriate body 
language to assist their communication. (Gestures, 
hand gestures)

C
ul

.
A

w
ar

e- May show awareness of the most obvious cul-
tural differences or prohibitions, but may often 
miss cues indicating  miscommunication.

CLM2 Students are able to show understanding of 
differences in cultural behaviours.

In
tr

er
p

re
ta

tiv
e 

(R
ea

d
in

g-
Li

st
en

in
g)

C
on

te
xt Comprehends texts with highly predictable, 

familiar contexts (those related to personal 
background, prior knowledge, or experiences).

MHR1 Students are able to identify key information 
from texts using their prior knowledge of the words 
and the context.

Te
xt

 t
yp

e

Derives meaning when authentic texts (lis-
tening, reading, or viewing) are supported by 
visuals or when the topic is very familiar.

MHR2 Students are able to identify key information 
from authentic texts (reading/viewing) with the assis-
tance of visual aids and their prior knowledge.

P
re

se
nt

at
io

na
l 

(S
p

ea
ki

ng
-W

rit
in

g)

Fu
nc

tio
n

Presents simple, basic information on very 
familiar topics by producing words, list, notes, 
and formulaic language using highly practiced 
language.

MHS4 Students are able to talk about daily routine 
(activities)

LMW1. Students are able to write about basic infor-
mation and daily routine.

May show emerging evidence of the ability to 
express own thoughts and preferences.

LMS4 Students are able to express their thoughts 
and preferences on familiar topics.

LMW2. Students are able to express their thoughts 
and preferences on familiar topics when writing.

P
E

R
FO

R
M

A
N

C
E

 -
 IN

TE
R

M
E

D
IA

TE

In
te

rp
er

so
na

l (
Li

st
en

in
g,

 S
p

ea
ki

ng
)

Fu
nc

tio
n Can understand, ask, and answer a variety of 

questions.
LS12 Students are able to ask and answer a variety 
of questions on familiar topics

Consistently able to initiate, maintain and end a 
conversation to satisfy basic needs.

LMHS2 Students are able to ask for and give simple 
directions to go somewhere or to complete a task. 

C
on

te
xt Able to communicate in contexts relevant to 

oneself and others, and one’s immediate envi-
ronment. 

LS5. Students are able to exchange descriptions of 
people.

LMHL2 Students are able to listen and understand 
expressions indicating emotions.

C
ul

.
A

w
ar

en
es

s

Recognizes that differences exist in cultural 
behaviors and perspectives and can conform in 
familiar situations.

CH3.Compare and contrast specific cultural traits 
of the target culture and compare to own culture 
(typical dances, food, celebrations, etc.)

In
tr

er
p

re
ta

tiv
e 

(R
ea

d
in

g-
Li

st
en

in
g)

Fu
nc

tio
n

Comprehends main ideas and identifies some 
supporting details.

LML2 Students are able to identify the main ideas, 
and supporting details, from a (oral) text or a conver-
sation.

Te
xt

y 
tp

e

Comprehends simple stories, routine corre-
spondence, shorts descriptive texts or other 
selections within familiar contexts. 

LMHR2 Students are able to read and understand 
expressions indicating emotions.

Vo
ca

b
. Comprehends high frequency vocabulary 

related to everyday topics and high frequency  
idiomatic expressions.

MS6 Students are able to create, present and talk 
about future plans.

C
om

m
.

S
tr

at
eg

ie
s

Recognize word family roots, prefixes and 
suffixes. (Recognize radicals - non-alphabetic 
languages) 

MR2 Students are able to predict meanings of new 
words using their prior knowledge, including word 
family roots.

P
re

se
nt

at
io

na
l 

(S
p

ea
ki

ng
-W

rit
in

g)

Te
xt

 t
yp

e

Produces sentences, series of sentences and 
some connected sentences. 

LW2 Students produce short connected sentences

MHW1 Write descriptions and short messages to 
request or provide information on familiar topics 
using phrases and simple sentences.

C
ul

.
A

w
ar

en
es

s Uses some culturally appropriate vocabulary, 
expressions, and gestures. Reflects some 
knowledge of cultural differences related to 
written and spoken communication.

CL3 Students are able to recognize cultural expres-
sions. (Art, language, gestures)

Mapping - ACTFL Pathway
Spanish: Elementary 5-6 (Performance)


