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Dear Ms. Marks,

Thank you for your request for information regarding state and local education agency uses of
ESSA Title I, Part A funds. More specifically, you asked if schools may only use Title I, Part A
funds to purchase materials or programs that meet certain levels of evidence as specified in the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act as reauthorized by the Every Student Succeeds Act of
2015.

The U.S. Department encourages states, local education agencies, and schools to use Title I, Part
A funds to support programs with evidence of effectiveness. Under Title I, Part A, states should
use funds to support programs that meet any of the four tiers of evidence as specified below in

the ESSA law:

WHAT IS AN “EVIDENCE-BASED” INTERVENTION?
(from section 8101(21)(A) of the ESEA)
«...the term ‘evidence-based,” when used with respect to a State, local educational agency, or school
activity, means an activity, strategy, or intervention that —
(i) demonstrates a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes or other
relevant outcomes based on —
(I) strong evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented experimental
study;
(IT) moderate evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented quasi-experimental study; or
(III) promising evidence from at least one well-designed and well-implemented
correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias; or
(ii) (I) demonstrates a rationale based on high-quality research findings or positive
evaluation that such activity, strategy, or intervention is likely to improve student
outcomes or other relevant outcomes; and
(I1) includes ongoing efforts to examine the effects of such activity, strategy, or intervention.



The School Improvement Grant Program (Title I, Sec. 1003g) requires grantees to use
interventions that meet one of the more rigorous three tiers (Tiers I-III). Grantees may fund
programs that meet any of the four tiers of evidence under most other federal education
programs in Title I-IV.

Schools may purchase programs, such as Page A Day Math Kits, supported with research
outlined in the National Math Panel Report, with Title I, Part A funds. Additionally, Education
Support Specialist Raquel Alvara at the Arizona Department of Education shared that ADE

encourages districts to use the funds on programs that align with tiers [-IV and their local needs
assessment. She noted that they prioritize enforcement of the evidence of effectiveness rules for
schools receiving funding to support School Improvement efforts under Title I, Sec. 1003.

Linked here is some guidance from ADE on the tiers of evidence. Additionally, I included clear
guidance from the California State Department of Education below:
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Evidence-Based Interventions Under the ESSA

Information regarding evidence-based interventions as defined in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) has consistently directed educators to implement interventions
grounded in research. Under No Child Left Behind (NCLB), districts and schools were called to use “scientifically-based
research” as the foundation for education programs and interventions. This has been replaced by “evidence-based
interventions™ under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). This shift was designed to help increase the impact of Du n m
educational investments by ensuring that interventions being implemented have proven to be effective in leading to

desired outcomes, namely improving student achievement. Many ESSA programs encourage state educational agencies

(SEAs), local educational agencies (LEAS), and schools to prioritize and include evidence-based interventions, strategies,
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or approaches. Trending in Every Student
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Evidence-based interventions are practices or programs that have evidence to show that they are effective at producing

results and improving outcomes when implemented. The kind of evidence described in ESSA has generally been produced Evidence-Based Interventions

through formal studies and research. Under ESSA, there are four tiers, or levels, of evidence: Under the ESSA (this page)

Tier 1 - Strong Evidence: supported by one or more well-designed and well-implemented randomized control Every Student Succeeds Act

experimental studies.
Tier 2 - Moderate Evidence: supported by one or more well-designed and well-implemented quasi-experimental studies. Recently Posted in Every Student

Tier 3 - Promising Evidence: supported by one or more well-designed and well-implemented correlational studies (with Succeeds Act

statistical controls for selection bias).
Title IV, Part A Waiver Comment

Tier 4 - Demonstrates a Rationale: practices that have a well-defined logic model or theory of action, are supported by Period (added 22-Dec-2020)
research, and have some effort underway by an SEA, LEA, or outside research organization to determine their Letter from the California Department
effectiveness. of Education inviting stakeholders and

local educational agencies to
Interventions applied under Title |, Section 1003 (School Improvement) are required to have strong, moderate, or promising comment on the Title IV, Part A waiver.
evidence (Tiers 1-3) to support them. All cther programs under Titles I-IV can rely on Tiers 1-4.

Kind regards,

)

M. René Islas
CEO
Crescere Strategies LLC


https://www2.ed.gov/about/bdscomm/list/mathpanel/report/final-report.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2018/08/Evidence%20Based%20Guidance%208.9.18.pdf?id=5b6c6c6f1dcb250edc1605dd

