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Busuu levels and the CEFR

Each language course on Busuu is developed using the Common European Framework of Reference
(CEFR), an internationally recognised standard for creating language lessons. The CEFR is broken
down into six stages, ranging from complete beginner to completely fluent. Busuu courses cover the

first four stages of the CEFR, from Al to B2 level.
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Intermediate Intermediate

Elementary

Completing Beginner A1l means you can: introduce yourself to new friends, order a drink and some
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Completing Elementary A2 means you can: make plans to go out with friends, describe your friends
and family, understand the main point of simple texts and conversations, begin to have longer

conversations on familiar topics.

Completing Intermediate B1 means you can: describe your favourite films and music, express
emotions, agreement and disagreement, begin to understand TV programs when the topic is

familiar, have more complex conversations where you give reasons and explanations.

Completing Upper Intermediate B2 means you can: discuss important issues that affect your life,
understand the main point and important details in the news, take part in, extended conversations
on familiar and new topics, narrate or write a story, describe the plot of a film or a book.

Topic-based lessons

Our lessons are designed by experts in linguistics and pedagogy to help you achieve fluency in a
structured and engaging way. Each lesson is designed around a useful topic, and contains
vocabulary, grammar, and practice exercises which gradually build conversational and writing skills.
We teach you all the language we need before asking you to form sentences, have a conversation or
do a writing exercise. Each lesson repeats language you've learned in previous lessons, reinforcing
your memory and building your confidence. We've chosen topics that are relevant to your language
level and to the types of conversation you're most likely to be having at each stage of your language-

learning journey.

A typical lesson

We build each lesson so that it gives you everything you need to begin communicating on a
particular topic. For example, in the following lesson, 'My City’, in the Spanish Al course, we begin
with a Vocabulary unit on places you'll find in a city, then another one on how to understand
directions. Then we introduce some grammar, with a unit on how to say ‘there is' or ‘there are’ and
then another grammar unit on prepositions of place (words like 'in’, ‘on’ or ‘at’). Once you've mastered
these units, you are ready to start communicating with the language you've learned. We give you a
simple writing task, asking you to describe a city you know. This is then sent to members of our
community who will give you friendly and useful feedback on your writing. On the website there is
also a voice recording exercise, where you can practise describing your city by inserting your voice

into a dialogue and listening back to hear how you sound.


https://www.busuu.com/

@ Busuu —

language you've learned in a real communicative task. It's these practice tasks that really build your
fluency; requiring you to recall and be creative with the language you've learned - almost as good as
a face to face conversation with a native speaker, but not nearly as scary!

Lesson 6: Jobs
- Describing people by the jobs that they have

Conversations

®

Voice Recording

Each lesson consists of several activities. The circles in each unit represent an activity. Each activity
contains a variety of different exercises. In the example below, the unit contains three different

activities.

Jobs

@

To complete a lesson, a student needs to pass each activity and each unit within that lesson. To pass
an activity, the student needs to score at least 75%. Once they have done this, the circle that
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Lesson 4: Personal Pronouns

@ Using personal pronouns in sentences

Personal Pronouns - Singular

&

P

Once all the activities are passed, the percentage score in the top right corner of the lesson view will

change to 100%. Note that a student does not have to pass an activity in order to progress through

the course. Students are free to skip to any part of the course without completing or passing

previous lessons.

Skills

Busuu language learning courses are designed to help you improve all the skills you need to

become fluent in the language you are learning. We achieve this by giving you a huge variety of

exercise types, topics and situations in which to practise your language skills. Here are some

busuu: skills

examples:

Listening Reading
Native speaker audio for all Words and phrase
key words recognition
Native speaker dialogues Video and dialogue

transcripts

Video content
Weekly new media content

Writing exercise correction

Speaking

Voice recording

Speech Recognition

Dialogue activities

Video content with
subtitles

Writing

Typing and spelling
exercises

Word choice exercises

Writing exercises corrected
by native speakers
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vocaouwary

Topic-based flashcards

Interactive exercises to
challenge your memeory

Adaptive vocab trainer app

Apple watch app

Making progress

Ararrirrmar

Grammar units created by
expert teachers

PDF grammar summaries
for every lesson

Grammar tips

Grammar-specific exercises

Verb tables & other support

rrormuricrauvuri

Native speaker models for
every phrase

Voice recording

Speech recognition

You can visually track your progress through the Busuu course by seeing your percentage
completion score increase and observing the colour of each unit you complete changing. In addition
we send you a weekly progress report which tells you what you have achieved in the past seven

days.
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Lesson 2
About me

About me

&) f

Question words

ol =9 \}

Practice your writing

k4

‘ Lesson 3
How are you?

O a4 % (©®

Learn Review Social Notifications

McGraw-Hill Education Certified Tests

Our English, French, Spanish and German courses each include four end of level tests certified by
McGraw-Hill Education. You can take these tests at any time, regardless of whether you have
completed a level or not. The tests are designed to show you how far you have progressed in each of
the four CEFR levels Al, A2, Bl and B2, and are graded from C- to A+. Upon successful completion of
a test, you can download and print a PDF certificate or share your results on Facebook, Twitter and

LinkediIn.
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Listen to the dialogue and fill in the gaps

«Q»

ow translation

.

9 Claire
[+ &
André ? Comment vas- ?
André p

Claire ! Je

trés bien, je suis content de te voir, ¢a fait longtemps...

Claire
Qui | Ca fait deux mois que je ne te vois pas. J'ai changé d'

T
Qﬁ-n

, et j'habite dans une maison qui se trouve dans ce quartier
maintenant.

Staying motivated

It can be very difficult to stay motivated for the amount of time it takes to learn a language to
fluency. In recognition of this, Busuu courses are designed to maximise both intrinsic (self-directed)
and extrinsic (external) sources of motivation. In particular, reward systems, feedback and social
elements are optimised to increase students’ feelings of autonomy, competence and relatedness.

Students who engage fully with the Busuu community, whether through submitting or correcting
multiple writing exercises, or chatting regularly with friends they make in the community, report a
higher degree of motivation for their language studies in general. From their observations, the

Busuu team has built up a manifesto for staying motivated to learn a language:

v Set achievable goals

v Study with others

v Use variety to stay motivated

v Acknowledge that it takes time

v Don’t beat yourself up for taking a break - just keep coming back!
v Focus on the skills you struggle with most


https://www.busuu.com/

@ Busuu

Display Language:

English

Learn languages online

Learn English online
Learn Spanish online
Learn French online
Learn German online
Learn Italian online
Learn Portuguese online
Learn Chinese online
Learn Japanese online
Learn Polish online
Learn Turkish online
Learn Russian online

Learn Arabic online

Discover Busuu

Busuu Premium membership

Busuu mobile apps for iOS and
Android

Redeem your voucher here

About us

About the company
The Busuu story
The Busuu blog
Careers

How Busuu works

©2019 Busuu Ltd Terms | Privacy

Help/useful links

FAQs

Press resources

For Organisations

Contact us
For Education

For Business


https://www.busuu.com/en/course/learn-english-online
https://www.busuu.com/en/course/learn-spanish-online
https://www.busuu.com/en/course/learn-french-online
https://www.busuu.com/en/course/learn-german-online
https://www.busuu.com/en/course/learn-italian-online
https://www.busuu.com/en/course/learn-portuguese-online
https://www.busuu.com/en/course/learn-chinese-online
https://www.busuu.com/en/course/learn-japanese-online
https://www.busuu.com/en/course/learn-polish-online
https://www.busuu.com/en/course/learn-turkish-online
https://www.busuu.com/en/course/learn-russian-online
https://www.busuu.com/en/course/learn-arabic-online
https://www.busuu.com/en/premium
https://www.busuu.com/en/mobile
https://www.busuu.com/en/claim-voucher
https://www.busuu.com/en/about
https://www.busuu.com/en/savebusuu
https://blog.busuu.com/
https://www.busuu.com/en/jobs
https://www.busuu.com/en/it-works/courses
https://help.busuu.com/
https://www.busuu.com/en/press
https://www.busuu.com/en/org/contact
https://www.busuu.com/en/org/education
https://www.busuu.com/en/org
https://www.busuu.com/en/terms
https://www.busuu.com/en/privacy
https://twitter.com/busuu
https://www.facebook.com/busuucom
https://vk.com/busuucom
https://www.youtube.com/user/busuucom
https://blog.busuu.com/
https://www.busuu.com/

